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In order to tie 
together the 
various blocks of 
the project the 
park/public space 
component was 
re-envisioned as a 
space that carries 
across each street 
and provides direct 
adjacency for each 
mixed use building.  

Connectivity 
between blocks is 
further heightened 
in a formal gesture 
of continuity 
spanning the entire 
site. Wrapping 
around the central 
public space, 
the form of the 
building ends and 
then continues in 
the same direction 
across streets in 
order to mitigate 
formal tension 
between various 
typologies.

Attempting to rid 
interpretations of 
a private space, 
public areas open 
up to the street 
by angling out and 
creating a soft 
edge for those 
walking along the 
street. Pedestrians 
walking down the 
street experience 
heightened interest 
and relation to 
public space and 
the retail spaces 
that surround 
them.

The programs of 
the development 
were organized 
in vertical and 
horizontal 
gradients in a 
way that there 
begins to be more 
residential units as 
one moves further 
away form the 
business corridor 
and more into a 
private setting. 

Situated at a gateway to the downtown of Cincinnati and surrounding areas, the neighborhood of Walnut Hills possess great 
potential with quick access to most parts of the city and major roadways. The neighborhood has an interesting mix of inhabitants 
with Eden Park to its south and stretching north up into greatly differing typologies. The neighborhood itself has seen a great deal 
of shifting change through its’ years starting out as a farm owned by one man  in 1804. The area slowly became a lively city suburb 
with street-cars and well off inhabitants. Following this time the community came to be a struggling neighborhood and was cutoff 
by the expansion of I-71. In recent years the community has seen some effort and potential for revitalization. The gentrification of 
surrounding neighborhoods in the city has sparked interest for parallel efforts to be carried out in Walnut Hills. Furthermore, many 
previous inhabitants of gentrified neighborhoods are left priced out and no longer able to afford the area in which they have lived. 

The firehouse row development is comprised of three blocks situated on both sides of McMillan Street nearly in the center of 
the Walnut Hills neighborhood and right across I-71 from the University of Cincinnati. Each lot is primarily vacant and surrounded 
by neighborhood residences. The design for a mixed use development on the site was comprised of a variety of methodologies 
intended to create a relationship  with the surrounding public and implement a notion of connectivity not only within the building 
but also spanning across the different blocks. At a time of heightened interest for the neighborhood and the possibility of increasing 
densities, an approach of flexible spaces that cater to the present day inhabitants, and what shifting demographics may follow, 
was implemented in order to mitigate wasted and vacant spaces. 

The increasing interest in urban renewal and the quick access to surrounding areas helps strengthen the future outlook of what 
Walnut Hills could be and the things it has to offer to a variety of demographics.

FIREHOUSE ROW 
DEVELOPMENT 
WALNUT HILLS REDEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION
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